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3rd Grade			    Frederick Douglass		               Issue 3.4





�





 Frederick Douglass wrote in his autobiography, “A man's character always takes its hue, more or 


 less, from the form and color of things about him.” Douglass’ character was clearly shaped by the


 time and culture in which he lived. He was born into slavery and was kept in bondage in Maryland until the age of 19 when he escaped to the free state of New York. He met important abolitionists and began speaking out against slavery in the United States and Europe. Douglass felt it was important to spread the message of the evils of slavery, and he did so through his speeches and writings. He had secretly learned to read and write as a child, a right usually denied to slaves for fear that knowledge would enable them to gain their freedom more easily. Douglass put his skills as a writer to use to publish his own autobiography titled Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written By Himself. This book gave readers a better understanding of life as a slave and helped to further the abolitionist movement. Because the autobiography put Douglass in danger of being recaptured and returned to his former slave owner, he decided to go to England. He traveled throughout Great Britain for a few years and when he returned to the United States, he began working on publishing his own abolitionist newspaper called The North Star. This weekly publication allowed Douglass to promote his antislavery ideals. 


During the Civil War, Douglass worked hard to make sure that the end of slavery would come as a result of the war. Even when the war and slavery had ended, Douglass understood that his work was not done. He went on to fight for civil rights for blacks, including voting rights, for the rest of 


his life. Frederick Douglass is remembered for his independent thinking and the courage 


he showed as he fought for the liberty and equality of all Americans.








“I cannot allow myself to be insensitive to the wrongs and sufferings of any part of the great family of man.”


                       --Frederick Douglass
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discuss the importance of Frederick Douglass in helping to expand civil rights for all Americans


explain the social barriers, restrictions, and obstacles that Douglass had to overcome and explain how he overcame them


locate Maryland, New York, and Massachusetts on a map of the United States


describe how the suffering Douglass endured as a slave led him to work as an outspoken abolitionist


describe how Frederick Douglass displayed the character traits of cooperation, diligence, liberty, justice, tolerance, and freedom of conscience and expression�





�





Civil Rights – rights guaranteed to the citizens of a country





Enslaved – forced to work without pay, owned as property





Slavery – a cruel system in which one person may legally own or control another person





Abolitionist – a person who works to put an end to slavery





Prejudice – a strong feeling or opinion formed unfairly or without knowing all the facts





Liberty – freedom





Justice – equal treatment under the law





Freedom of Conscience and Expression – people have the right to think and say what they believe  
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                 						Check your answers on the back!
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Read a book about Frederick Douglass. The Cobb County Public Libraries have many available including:


Frederick Douglass: Writer, Speaker, and Opponent of Slavery �by Suzanne Slade


Frederick Douglass: The Last Day of Slavery    by William Miller


A Picture Book of Frederick Douglass     by David Adler


Frederick Douglass   


by Catherine Welch�


Visit the National Park Service’s website to take a virtual tour of Douglass’ home. � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/history/museum/exhibits/douglass/" ��http://www.nps.gov/history/museum/exhibits/douglass/�





Create a “Bio-Cube” about Frederick Douglass’ life using the website � HYPERLINK "http://readwritethink.org/materials/bio_cube/" ��http://readwritethink.org/materials/bio_cube/�. This will help you to review all that you have learned about this important individual.





Think about the different character traits that Frederick Douglass exhibited. Do you know someone who also shows those character traits? Maybe it is a character in a book or movie, or maybe it is someone in your own family!





2) Frederick Douglass was a former 


    slave who


supported the South in the Civil War.


ran for President.


spoke out against slavery.


fought in the Civil War.





1) Frederick Douglass believed in freedom of expression. Which is the best example of that?


He traveled to Canada.


He dressed as a sailor to gain his freedom.


He started a newspaper called The North Star.


He got African Americans to join the Union Army.
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Unscramble each of the clue words.�Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.
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Test Prep Answers:  1. C    2. C 








